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HOSPITAL PROFILE 


Ludwig Kalb 
Orthopedic Appliance Technician 


There are many interesting people 
here at Special Surgery. One of them, 
Ludwig Kalb, has been here in our Brace 
Department since 1928. This is what we 
found out about hin. 


Ludwig was born July 4, 1903 in 
Munich, Germany. Until he was fourteen, 
he lived in the country where he went to 
school. In the village there were many 
landscape painters. During his vacation 
he drove them and their equipment to 
their location wherever they painted. 

For this he had a little donkey and a 
wagon. Sometimes he had to sit for them. 
He doesn't know why --"I was very homely 
looking and my face was always full of 
freckles." He also worked in the forest. 


When he was fourteen, "I had to go 
back to Munich to start my apprentice- 
Ship which I did not like a bit." He 
liked the country and forest better, but 
there were no questions to be asked -- he had to learn a trade. His ambition 
was to become a mechanic in automobiles and airplanes. 


He landed in the artificial limb and brace business because a cousin 
of his was in this liné. Also, there was an opening for an apprentice. 
This was from April, 1917 to April, 1921. At the same time, he had to 
attend the school for orthopedic mechanics. On this job he met Cari Raminger 
where he worked for a short time before he went to America. 


Ludwig liked to wander, and after he finished his apprenticeship, 
he went to Cologne. There he worked for the D.O.W. which was the biggest 
company in Germany in orthopedic appliances. But it lasted only two years. 
With two friends he wandered to Hamburg. They walked for three weeks to 
get there. Again he found a job. 


With all the ships in the harbor and his longing to see the world, 
he stayed only 1% years. He was able to get a freighter to the West 
Indies as a coal passer. This was very hard work and hot, especially in 
the tropics. His next trip was to Mexico. In the meantime, he advanced 
to fireman. Since he was a mechanic, he was able to get a boat with 
oilfire and also motorboats. His next trip took him to Japan through 
the Mediterranean, Suez Canal, India, East Indies, Philippine Islands 
and China. After that, he was lucky to get a Passenger Boat which took 
him on a world cruise. In between, he had a few shorter trips -- Norway, 
Spitzbergen, also to New York. His trips took him to many strange places 
on every continent except Australia. He crossed the Atlantic fourteen 
times. He was christened on the Equator "The Seacow" but not with water 
like the passengers, but with heavy black oil. It took him hours to 
clean up. 


In between his cruises, he met his wife, Theresa, in Hamburg. They 
became engaged and he had to think about settling down. America was his 
choice. He landed on these shores in August, 1927. On January 15, 1928, 
he answered an advertisement for a bracemaker at the Hospital for the 
Ruptured and Crippled. When he came there in the morning there were 
six men already waiting but old Gus Steuz took him. Maybe Carl was 
somewhat to blame for that. While he was waiting, Carl came in and when 
he came out of the dressing room Ludwig spoke to him and Carl recognized 
him. Mr. Steuz asked the fellows in the shop if they knew anybody out 
there and Carl came forward and that cinched the job for Ludwig. In 1929, 
he went back to Germany and married Theresa, bringing her back to America 
with him. He has a daughter, Edith. Some of you might remember her. 

She worked a few years during her vacations on the information desk as 

a messenger, also working the switchboard. She is now a legal secretary 
and is working on a degree at Hunter College. She was an expert gymnast 
and won many medals. 


Ludwig's hobby came to an end when he lost his finger tip a few years 
ago. He had played the Zither since he was 12 years old. Photography 
is now his hobby (slides). 


In 1957, he became certified as an Orthotist. For this, he had 
to go to Washington, D.C. where the tests were held by the University of 
California. "For two days they gave us a rough time. Sol Houtkin went 
with me and when it was over he went so fast out of Washington that I 
hardly could keep up with him." 
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WE RECEIVE NEW ALTAR 


A beautiful altar has been given to the Hospital for Special 
Surgery. ; 


Monsignor Wilders celebrated the first Mass at the altar on 
Assumption Thursday, August 15th. After Mass, everyone was invited to 
get a better look at this beautiful altar. 


We want to thank the donor for such a lovely gift. 


Frances Flanagan 
3 N 
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H.S.S. CHILDREN GO FOR A BOAT RIDE 


On Saturday, June 24th, the boys and 
girls of all ages from the fifth floor 
had their annual three hour boat ride 
around Manhattan Island on one of the 
Circle Line boats which had been 
chartered for the occasion. 


For weeks ahead one could hear lively 
talk about the forthcoming event from 
our fifth floor patients and that it 
was going to be the event of the year 
was evident. Some hoped that they 
would not have to have another operation 
before the day and would not have to 
be left behind. Others hoped they 
would not be discharged before the trip, 
and there were probably many wary 
thoughts in the minds of others that 
they might not be able to participate. 


One member of the staff who had not 
been on previous trips, spent half 
Sleepless nights pondering some very 
important questions - what about 
bedpans, how would the patients be 
handled, what about the food problem, 
blankets, etc.? She figured that a stretcher is an awkward commodity 
to handle, a stretcher with a patient on it is still harder, but a 
stretcher with not only a patient, but a patient in a huge body cast - 
well,, this must be weil nigh im- 
possible. 


When the day dawned, it looked anything but favorable to the 
plans. The sun refused to come out and some hasty calis were made 
to the hospital: "Are the children going on the trip?" The answer 
was in the affirmative. 


Some of us were on the pier by 9 o'clock, and in a short time the 
first bus load appeared on the scene, filled with children in wheel 
chairs and on stretchers, all beaming happily. The buses arrived in 
rapid succession, until the last, the sixth bus, pulled in. These 
buses, incidentally, were chartered from The Children's Bus Service 
and were fitted with a special appliance at the far end of the bus 
with a fairly large platform which could be raised or lowered. 
However, most of the debarking was done manually, with at times and in 
some instances as many as four men - the bus drivers and fathers of 
the patients and the orderlies - doing the lifting. This was a 
hazardous undertaking, as the weight of the casts is in some instances, 
very unevenly distributed. 


Once on terra firma, our children managed their wheelchairs and 
stretchers much as they do on our fifth floor, as they go visiting 
one another or go to school. Wherever help was needed it was readily 
available, as there were scme of our adult staff and the nurses from 
the fifth floor standing by for any possible contingency. 


I know that one member of the staff was very happy to see a table 
come off one of the buses with bedpans, urinals and emesis basins, 
and another table containing extra blankets, bathrobes, and other items. 
She heaved a sigh of relief. 


All the children were on the boat and in positions where they 
wanted to be when it started to rain. Some people who were on dry 
land say it poured, but the children saw it only rain. This did not 
cause any disturbance for the rain was coming mostly from the other 
side. However, the rain did blow up a wind, so out came the blankets 
and bath robes for those who felt chilly. 


Some of the children were 
interviewed by Gabe Pressman before 
we left. We left the pier at 
10:05 a.m. and the points of in- 
terest which were pointed out 
to the children by the announcer 
are too numerous to mention. 

Mr. Young purchased about twenty- 
five of the descriptive books of 
the entire trip which he passed 
out to the older children as a 
momento of their trip. 


The announcer, however,, 
did point out two places which 
I am sure he does not usually 
mention — He showed the children 
where Miss Clapp lives in Sutton 
Place, and where Mr. Young lives 
in Riverdale. we understand that 
on every trip the boats make, sure 
they point oui the ilospital. On 
this trip, however, as we neared 
our hospital, the captain blew the 
horn quite a number of times and 
at the first blast, our patients 
at the hespital and the members of 
the staff who were on duty opened 
the windows and there was hardly 
a window that did not have a hand 
stuck out waving, goodness knows what, to let us know that they had 
beeu waiting for us. Some had been told on Friday that we would 
probably pass between 11 and 11:30 and it was 11:15 when we did so. 
It was one of the highlights of the trip and made some of the older 
passengers gulp. It was said the boat actually lifted as everyone 
flocked to the side facing the hospitul. (The patients in the 
wheelchairs and stretchers had purposely been placed on the side where 
they would face the hospital. 


At noon the nurses from the fifth floor served the luncheon, 
and hot dogs were the order for the day. The milk for the children 
had thoughtfully been brought from the hospital as a precautionary 
measure. There were also sandwiches, cracker jacks, and icecream 
and cookies. However, there were some passengers who were content 
to have their bottles containing formulas. Food consumed: 144 hot 
dogs, 45 ham sandwiches, 83 cokes, 129 cups of coffee, 56 ice cream 
bars, 25 candy bars, 24 boxes of cookies and 19 pieces of cake. 


The children seemed to be 
enjoying every minute of the trip 
thoroughly, for as we neared the 
pier to unload, one heard such 
remarks as: "Are we home already?" 
or "It seemed so short," but it 
was almost one o'clock when we 
returned to the pier. 


Again, the unloading at the 
pier, and the loading ontc the 
buses,went as smoothly as anyone 
could hope. Strangely enough, 
hoth while loading onto the boat 
and off the boat, the rain was 
conspicuous by its absence, and 
actually on our return the sun 
was trying very hard to shine, 
and it did. 


I am certain that, speaking 
for the patients on the fifth floor, 
they are one and all most grate- 
ful to Mr. Young, Dr. Pisar, and 
Miss Clapp for their reassuring 
presence and for the highly 
organized manner in which every 
eventuality was taken care of 
in the weeks of planning before 
the trip, in order that nothing, 
but nothing could mar this outing. 


The nurses and auxiliary workers on the fifth floor did an ad- 
mirable job of seeing to the comforts of the children; to the members 
of the staff who stood avidly by to lend a helping hand wherever it 
was indicated - we were happy to have you there; last, but not least, 
to the bus drivers, the orderlies and the fathers of the children who 
helped get the children on and off the buses and boats, we all thank 
you very much. 


Reading about a feat of this type is not enough. It must be seen 
to be appreciated. These youngsters did not walk on and off the buses 
and boat in twos as is usual when large vroups of children are taken on 
outings. Each of our children had to be highly individualized and much 
thought given to their handling. ‘vl 
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Cornwall, Connecticut 


June, 8,1961 


Mr. Warren R. Betts 
Hospital for Special Kinds of Surgery 
New York,N.Y. 


Dear Warrie: 
don't 

I hope you mind if I call you by your first name. I 
seem to know you right well after writing you these long letters 
and my boss, Mr. heminway talks about you so much.How even though 
you was fetched up in the North , in New Jersey you still believe 
them Confedrits was right and shoud ought to have won the war and 
how you wish that old Marse Robert E. Lee was one of your ancesters. 
Ennyway here I am as you see still working at the same old job but 
ij has had some narrow escapes.I didn't see no reason why I should 
not at least ask for a raise after all the work i do. I didu't get 
no where though. Mr.Heminway said he thought if I was smart I would 
let sleeping dogs stay asleep or something like that,whatever that 
means.So ennyway I am still slaving for him at the same minimun 
wage and I do mean minimum. But between you and i,Warrie,he could 
not get along without me and he knows it and I know it too. 


He ast me the other day Had I wrote you lately and per- 
haps it might be agood idea before you all took off on your va- 
cations. There aint much news except that Mr heminway has bought 
a new car.New aint quite the word for it cause it is a 1953 Chevy. 
To hear him talk about it you would thing it was a 1962 pre-voo.lie 
said that his wife took their carsso much and went off all over the 
country painting pictures of cows and mountainsand so forth that he 
was hung up on this hill lik quote a dam ermite unquote. I..ast:what 
was that a bug like a termite.He said no but to look it up in the 
dictionary it might learn me sometiing.I did and what do you think 
I foundit was-- a hermit, of all things. Kind of silly I think, but 
iguess you know him as we 1 as I do.He says the car runs just like 
a cadillac only quieter and as for gas it reminds him of a vokes- 
vagon.Whenever he asks anyone to ride with him though he first finds 
out has they any false teeth for the springs and shok absorbers 
aint much and when the car goes over bumps he is afraid they 
will lose something, it sounded like dentures. I know what he 
means for I rode with himjust once and near bit my tongue in 
half. 


He seems to be having barwer trouble just now. 
Two barbers has folded up in the last six months in Cornwall, 
and he now has to drive 24 miles round trip for a hair cut. He 


says counting the cost of the hair cut,gas,oil and depreciation 

plus what about two hours of his valuable time is worth it costs 

him too much. He was fit to be tied last week. He stopped some im- 
portant thing he was doing which always puts him in bad humor and 
drove way over for a hair cut. When he got there he found a sign on 
the door--Gone fishing,be back in a week.I didn't go near him no more 
than I had to the rest of that day.He says he is thinking of starting 
a retired mens chapter of the House of David up here.According to him 
they is a famous seckt that don't never shave or cut their hair.They 
is also famous, he says,for thier bas ball team-- almost as good as 
the Yanks. With whiskers most down to their knees they is supposed 

to be gagod at the hidden ball trick. If he goes ahead with this idea 
maybe I can send you apicture of him sometime. 


The other day he ast me woud i do some extra krikular 
work for him.Thinking of course it meant more pay i said yes too 
fast. Know what them words extra krikular mean? More work with no 
pay. Ennyway everyday he warts me to feed thet he calls his carp 
They aint though, they is just big overgrown goldfish which he has 
put in his frog pond.When he bought them he says he was promised that 
very soon there would be hundreds of blessed events but s@mething 
has went wrong for so far no soap. 


Hoping you and your missis has a nice summer 
Affectionately yours 


Hortence Mulligan 
Secretary to mr. lieminway 


OCCUPATIONAL TH =RAPY 
At this time of year, everyone is 
aT stiil talking about going or coming back 
from vacation. The 0O.T. Department is 
| doing both. Miss Nichols spent her 
Beaeihe | | vacation in Massachusetts - coamuting 
, between Wellesley and Cape Cod. Miss Yang 
joined the Memorial Charter plane and had 
a delightful tour in England, Paris, 
Rome and Florence. She says sign language gives good exercise for 
the hands. ‘Miss Melamed is now her pupil since she is leaving 
for France, Italy and Israeli. We hope that she will ccme back 
as enthusiastic as Miss Yang. 


Deke 
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NIGHTINGALE'S CHIRP 


Welcome back!! We do hope everyone had 
wonderful vacations, as we have heard it said 
all goood things must come to an end, and so 
it is with vacations-many of us now wish we 
had saved a week for later. 


Our staff was weil represented in 
Europe this summer. The latest over to 
return from a trip to the continent are: 
Miss O'Brien - 7S, Miss Mueller - RR, 

Miss Beuchen - 7S evening, Miss DeRita - OR, Miss Curran - OPD, 
Mrs. Fabian - secretary, Department of Education. 


We have two new staff members at this time and they are 
Miss Moluhill, OCPD and Mrs. Caldwell, 8N. There are more coming, 
so don't despair. 


Nursing Education - Mrs. Shirley Sharan (formerly assistant 
operating room supervisor here at liSS) is now our Surgical 
Technician Instructor. Best of luck to Mrs. Sharan. 


We're sorry to learn that the following are ill: Mrs. Short, 
N.O. night supervisor, Ann Hood, 6th floor evening and Patricia 
McDonald, OR. 


Goodbyes are being said to Miss Pratt, 55, Miss Johnson, ON, 
and Miss Brennan, 7S, who have resigned. Good luck in your new 
endeavors! 


New Editions: Mrs. O'Shea and Mrs. Kenny, both formerly on 
oS are proud mommas of little boys. 


Congratulations are in order for Miss Horowitz, pediatric 
supervisor, Miss O'Neill, 5S, Miss O'Brien, 7N, Miss Perry, 7N, 
who are all sporting lovely rings, third finger, left hand. 


Orange blossoms and rice appeared for these happy brides: 


Maureen (O'Rourke) Stroud - 6S 

Theresa (Curran) O'Donoghue - 5S evenings 
Pat (Daugert) O'Mara - 7S evenings 

Clara (Silvestri) Raneer - 5S 

Betty (Brooks) Jones - 6N 

Catherine (Horan) O'Malley - 6N evenings 


See you next month! 


M.M. 
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During June, July and August the Volunteers 
contributed 5,900 hours to the hospital. 


Many of the volunteers left for the Summer 
holidays and they were temporarily replaced by 
college girls and Junior Red Cross workers. We 
are very grateful for their help. One thousand 
one hundred and eighty nine hours were given in 
the recreation areas. 


We are happy to announce the marriage of 
Mrs. Hyman Leight during the summer. She is in Europe at present 
but will return to us later in the fall. We would like to take 
this opportunity to thank Mrs. Mortimer Davis for the outstanding 
work she did for the hospital during the summer in the clinic, 
inforwation desk, and at the switchboard, replacing the staff 
during their vacation period. 


A.M.McC. 
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SOCIAL SERVICE NOTES. 
In July, Mary Dynan joined our staff. 
Miss Dynan, a graduate of Fordham University 
School of Social Service, will be responsible 
for social work in the Childrens’ Ward. 
Miss Dynan has worked several years in other 
New York hospitals. 


We also welcome to our staff, Patricia 
Murphy, Bryn Mawr 1959, and a recent graduate of Smith Coliege School 
of Social Work. Miss Murphy has been assigned to the Scoliosis 
Service, replacing Miss Lohse. 


To foster the profession of Medical Social Work, each summer 
for the past several years, we have employed coliege students to in- 
troduce them to this field with the hope that they will make Medical 
Social Work their careers. This year we were happy to have Elizabeth 
Bartholet, a senior from Radcliffe, and Faith Wing, a senior from 
Goucher College. Both these girls proved of great help to the 
Department during the summer months, substituting for vacationing 
staff. 


We are glad to have Beatrice Herbst back with us again after 
her long illness. 


With renewed strength from those long lackadaisical vacation 
days, we eagerly look forward to another - long lackadaisical vacation! 


A.S. 
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AMONG OURSELVES 

Hats off to "Cookie"! Irene Cook, better 
known as "Cookie", seamstress in the 
Housekeeping Department, has reason to be 
proud! The beautiful draperies that have 

y appeared throughout the hospital have been 
sewn by "Cookie". Don't you think she did 
a beautiful job? 


The Ruptured and Crippled Reperter 
says that Miss Fanchette Schwartz spoke to 
representatives of Manhattan Hospitals on the Playschool Program 
in the Hospital. We hear that she did a fine job. 


There are a few new faces around the hospital. Judy Barry, 
daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Patrick Barry, was born at New York 
Hospital. Karen, daughter of 
Dr. and Mrs. Bernard Jacobs, arrived 
at Doctors Hospital. Kathryn Lynne, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Warren R. 
Betts, was born at Lenox Hill 
Hospital. 


Many of our employees have been 
hospitalized this summer. We are 
sorry to hear they have been 
hospitulized, but we hope they 
all are getting along well. 


New York Hospital - Christine 
McGurk, nurse; Linda Reibel, 


orthopedic resident's wife; Mavis ae 
Kemble, cashier; Elisha Green, 
Housekeeping; Esau Bennett, orderly. Baby Betts 


Hospital for Special Surgery: 
Beatrice Herbst, Socila ervice; Anne Welch, secretary; Jerrold 


Golding and Eleanor Fletcher, Board of Managers; Nelson Brown, 
Elevator Operator; Leon Shepard, pharmacy assistant; Barbara 
Rhodes, LPN; Mrs. Robert Hoguet, wife of member of Board of 
Managers and Pearl Carter, Nurse. 


Miss Virginia Louda, Social Service was a patient at the 
New York Eye and Ear Infirmary. 


Mr. E. Sheldon Stewart, Treasurer, Board of Managers, was 
a patient at Manhattan Eye and Ear. 


Miss Hazel Evans, Operating Room Supervisor, was a patient 
at King Edward Hospital, Bermuda. 


Miss Sophie Schwartz, mother of our Recreation Director, was 
in the University of Pennsylvania Hospital. 


Mr. Joseph Rovere, father of our orthopedic resident, was 
a patient at the University of Virginia Hospital. 


Mr. Charles Dyson, member of the Board of Managers, was a 
patient at the Methodist Hospital, Indianapolis. 


Mr. Charles Smith, brother of our nursing school director — 
Dean Smith, was a patient at Lynchburg General Hospital, Virginia 


Graduation and closing exercises for P.S. 401 were held in 
June. There were some 40-50 people in the audience to see the 
graduates receive their diplomas. Anna Staneck, Jody Kellar and 
Loretta Robinson all were proud graduates. 


We are sorry to learn of the death of Louis Schneider, 
husband of Theresa Schneider, Fund Raising, on September 10th. 


The Ruptured and Crippled Reporter reports that Arthur 
Owens, orderly, was attempting to do the hula. Mr. Owens went 
not to Hawaii for the hula but to Connecticut. 


Other new faces around the hospital include a baby boy fur 7 
Dr. and Mrs. Rudy Dangelmajer and a baby girl for Dr. and Mrs. Dunbar. 


We are sorry to report that Ann liocd, Ella Crittenden, and 
Nelson Brown are !!:S patients at this writing. 


X-RAY DEPARTMENT INSTALLS NEW X-RAY FILM PROCESSOR 


During the summer, the X-Ray Department 
installed a new PAKO roli x-ray film pro- 
cessing machine. This machine, which 
weighs 1200 pounds, will process film in 
seven minutes. Films are taken of the 
patient, and inserted in one end of the 
machine. The film is then carried through 
the machine to a developer fixer and 
dryer, and comes out the other end of 
the machine in seven minutes. It is hoped 
that this machine wiil greatly increase 
feedon tt think it the effectiveness of the department and 
is working right, will also alleviate wet x-ray films from 
Dr. Freiberger!" being carried throughout the hospital. 


KKK KK KK KK KK HE KK 


Mr. Reginald Wilson of X-ray was married cn August 19 to 
the former Miss Virginia Woodyard. They will reside in New York 
City. 


We all extend our best wishes and congratulations to this 
happy couple. 


Mr. Lundsford Williams is vacationing at his home in the 
Virgin Islands where we're sure he must be having a wonderful time. 
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DIETARY TIDBITS 
Rose Pralow was engaged to Floyd Riley this 
month. The engageient took place on tiie day of 
her 18th birthday. 


Good luck to them both. 
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